are scheduled for late October. The elections have already been postponed from the original date of 17 October. Furthermore, Odinga has questioned the appropriateness of the IEBC and has called for a change of commissioners. The government has rejected these calls. At the time of writing, Kenyatta's Jubilee Party was preparing to challenge the Supreme Court arguing that all that is required a recount which would show that he had won the election.
The annulment of the election has also put into question the role of international observers who were widely reported as claiming that the elections were free and fair. Already the legitimacy and methodology deployed by international observer missions is being questioned. The Supreme Court ruling clearly places the international observers in a precarious position and their role in the election in October will be interesting.
With the credibility of the IEBC and its ability to run free elections under severe pressure as well as the role of international observers, it is not clear on what grounds the opposition will recontest the elections. Odinga has already indicated that he is not willing to engage in a process that remains unchanged.
The threat of violence and the ability of the IEBC to command widespread support and its ability to run elections are major issues that face Kenyans. The judiciary is also under increased pressure and the planned petition seeking a recount leaves the Kenyan election in a real crisis. Clearly, there is urgent need to reform the electoral system of counting votes and the next few weeks are a real test for the resilience of Kenyan democracy.
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